5-27-88 APPARATUS CPERATCR 2121

Summary of Duti es: Drives specialized heavy fire apparatus such as
aerial lTadder trucks, aircraft crash rapid intervention vehicles,
hazardous materials squad vehicles, and heavy utility vehicles;
operates and nmaintains a variety of rescue equi pnent and tool s;
participates in conpany fire prevention prograns, training activities
and public relations; nmay performthe duties of a Firefighter at the
scene of an energency; and does rel ated worKk.

D sti ngui shi ng Feat ures: An enpl oyee of this class receives limted
direction in determning the proper placenent and operation of fire
apparatus. The qui ckness, efficiency, and skill of incunbents have

significant affect on the success of energency operations including
rescues. Apparatus (perators often work under conditions involving
serious hazards to personal safety, where presence of mnd, job
know edge, and physical fitness are essential to m nimze danger.

The cl ass of Apparatus perator is distinguished fromthe class of
Engi neer of Fire Departnent in that the latter operates triple

conbi nation fire apparatus including fire punps and uses a detail ed
knowl edge of hydraulics to punp water for fire suppressi on purposes.
An Apparatus perator may performthe duties of an Engineer of Fire
Departnent in the latter's absence or when the latter is tenporarily
performng higher |level duties. The class of Apparatus Qperator is
di stingui shed fromthe class of Firefighter in that the latter
normal |y | eaves the apparatus at the scene of an energency to perform
regular firefighting or rescue duties such as |aying hose, searching
for victins, and ventilating structures. However, when not operating
fire apparatus, an Apparatus Qperator nay frequently be assigned
firefighting and rescue duties.

Exanpl es of Duti es: | nspects and nai ntai ns heavy fire apparatus and
hazardous material s equi pment in readiness to respond to energenci es;
drives heavy fire apparatus such as aerial |adder trucks, heavy
utility toxic and hazardous naterials response, and energency air
supply vehicles, or an aircraft crash Rapid Intervention vehicles;
determ nes safest and nost correct response route when notified of an
enmergency; drives safely and quickly to the scene of an energency;
posi tions heavy apparatus for safe and effective operations at fires
and hazardous materials incidents; operates and mai ntains
hydraul i cal | y powered aerial |adders, boons, and a variety of
apparatus for firefighting operations to provide access for other
menbers of the firefighting or rescue crew or to rescue trapped
peopl e; supervi ses decontam nati on operations; operates and oversees
useand mai nt enance of portabl e pneunatic, electrical, and hydraulic
tool such as chai nsaws, generators, w nches, torches, drills, cutting
tools, jackhammers, chisels, bolt cutters, blowers, "Jaws-of-Life",
and other forcible entry and rescue tools; inspects and tests engi nes,
ignitions, lights, hydraulic systens, energency warni ng devices,
communi cati on systens and rescue and entry equi pnent for proper
operation; inspects apparatus for proper condition of oil, water,




fuel, supplies, tires, wring, |inkages, and running gears; on

assi gned apparatus perforns required preventive nai nt enance;

| ubricates apparatus as required; maintains necessary records;

di agnoses and reports apparat us mnmechani cal probl ens; perforns m nor
nmechani cal repairs; nmaintains an inventory of apparatus and equi prent;
mai ntai ns servi ce | og book; cleans assi gned apparatus and equi pnent;
trai ns personnel in apparatus and equi pnent operations, oil hydraulic
theory, safe driving practices and use of decontam nati on chem cals
and test and detection equi pnent.

| nspects and wears sel f-contai ned breathi ng apparatus and chem ca
entry suits; makes forcible entry into structures; raises, |owers, and
clinbs ground | adders; perforns rescues and admnisters first aid;
ventilates structures to renove heat, snoke, and hot gases; repl aces
sprinkl er heads and overhaul s burned structures to ensure conpl ete
extingui shment of fires and to elimnate hazardous conditi ons;
perforns sal vage operations to mni mze water and snoke damage by the
proper use of sal vage covers, sawdust, shovel s, squeegees, water-vac
and subnersible water punps; assists in maintaining fire station
facilities, hoses, and | adders; participates in station security;
attends trai ning sessions and conpany drills to nmaintain know edge and
inprove on firefighting and rescue skills; nakes fire prevention and
pre-fire planning i nspections under the general supervision of a
conpany officer; issues notices of violations of Minicipal Code' s and
State fire prevention provisions; discusses violations with the public
to obtain correction of fire hazards w thout judicial action;
maintains fire prevention files; participates in the conpany's public
relations prograns; and nmay act as a conpany comander.

Assi st in planning and conducting in-service training prograns on
aerial |adder truck preventive nmai ntenance, repair, aerial techniques,
and vehicle operation; assists in admnistering driver training;
instructs field personnel in use and nmai nt enance of new appar at us;
coordinates with field and Supply and Mi nt enance personnel in testing
and eval uati ng equi pnent; wites procedural guides and training
manual s for apparatus;

Instructs Recruit Firefighters in procedures for driving aerial |adder
trucks and usi ng vehicle systens.

Participates in helicopter-borne firefighting and rescue operati ons;
operates air transportable firefighting tools and equi prrent; provides
enmergency nedi cal service to the public as an energency nedi ca
technician or paranedic. Serves as Apparatus Qperator Speciali st
(Helitac certified) at Air Qperations; responds to energenci es and
operates specialized air rescue equi pnent.

Apparatus Qperators nmay occasionally be assigned to other duties for
trai ning purposes or to neet technol ogi cal changes or unexpected
emner genci es.

Qualifications : A thorough know edge of Fire Departnent rules,




regul ati ons, practices, and procedures; thorough know edge of the
principles of oil hydraulics and nmechanics as related to the operation
of aerial |adders, heavy fire apparatus, and fire equi prment; thorough
know edge of the operations and preventive naintenance of assigned
appar at us; thorough know edge of Fire Departnent evol utions and
procedures; thorough know edge of firefighting and rescue met hods and
equi prent including first aid; thorough know edge of firefighting and
resuce techniques, principles, and rel ated hazards; thorough know edge
of characteristics of fire; thorough know edge of tillering

t echni ques; thorough know edge of standpi pe and sprinkl er operations
and connections; good know edge of traffic regul ati ons; good know edge
of care and use of power tools, breathing apparatus, resuscitation
equi pnent, ropes, tools and other equi pnent; good know edge of the
geography of the first and greater alarmdistricts to which assigned,
good know edge of principles of basic chemstry; working know edge of
fire prevention practices, procedures, |egal requirenments, and

i nspection activities; working know edge of buil ding construction and
materials as required for ventilation, forcible entry, salvage, and
other firefighting or rescue operations; skill to drive and operate
heavy fire apparatus; ability to analyze fire and driving situations
and to adopt effective courses of action; ability to position aeria

| adder trucks quickly an safely and to operate aerial |adders
effectively under hazardous conditions; ability to di agnose nechani cal
problens and to accurately report the needed repairs; ability to
conduct training sessions on theory and operation of the assigned
apparatus; ability to work effectively and to comuni cate wi th ot her
departnent nenbers, supervisors, and the public; and ability to carry
out witten and verbal orders effectively.

Three years of full-tinme experience as a Firefighter in the Los
Angeles Gty "Fire Departnent is required for Apparatus (perator.
Courses in Fire Science/Fire Protection Adm nistration or courses
accepted in an approved Fire Science/Fire Protection Admnistration
program of a recogni zed col |l ege or university nmay be substituted for
up to six nmonths of the required experience at the rate of 30 senester
or 45 quarter units for six nonths of experience. At |east half of
the units nust be in Fire Science/Fire Protection Adm nistration

cour ses.

License: Awvalid AQass 2 driver's license is required prior to
appointnment. A wvalid dass 1 driver's |license may be required prior
to appoi ntnent to certain positions.

Physi cal Requirenents: Candi dates for Apparatus Qperator mnust fully
meet the nedical standards prescribed by the Board of Gvil Service
Comm ssi oners.

As provided in Gvil Service Commssion Rule 2.5
and Section 4.55 of the Admnistrative Code, this
specification is descriptive, explanatory and not
restrictive. It is not intended to decl are what
the duties and responsibilities of any position



shal | be.



