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CBSERVATCRY TECHN CAL SUPERVI SCR

Summary of Duties : An (bservatory Techni cal Supervisor designs

equi prent for planetarium shows and observatory exhi bits; does
critical maintenance on delicate and conpl ex equi prment; supervises the
construction, installation, nodification, repair, and nai nt enance of
bui | di ngs, exhibits, planetarium and observatory instrunments and

tel escopes at the Qiffith Cbservatory.

D stinguishing Features : An Cbservatory Techni cal Supervi sor
supervises and reviews the work of a small group of technical and
nont echni cal enpl oyees engaged in the construction, installation,

nodi fication, repair and mai ntenance of observatory exhibits and

equi prment. An enployee in this class functions as the pl ant
supervi sor and has overall responsibility for the buil ding operation
i ncl udi ng, purchasi ng supplies and equi pment, witing specifications
for needed materials, nonitoring work done by contractors, and

mai nt enance and repair of buil ding equi prent such as plunbi ng, heating
and air-conditioning installations. An enployee in this class
supervi ses and reviews the work of subordi nates engaged in the design
and construction of scientific instruments and apparatus, and is
responsi bl e for designing and directing the creation of finished
products. In sone cases, conponent parts may not be avail abl e
commercially and may necessitate in-house design and nmanufacture. An
(bservatory Techni cal Supervisor is responsible for delicate and
precise adjustnments to highly specialized instrunents, tel escopes,
machi nery and equi pnent. Assignnents are received in the form of
general instructions, and work is eval uated by the Cbservatory
Drector in terns of results obtained and public acceptance of the
exhibits and special effects displayed.

Exanpl es of Duties : Designs and draws plans for various equipnent,
instrunents, and conplex electric or electronic wiring and circuits;
adapt s phot ographi c transparencies for projection in planetarium
shows; assigns and reviews the work of subordinates in the
construction, installation, and nodification of exhibits; reviews and
eval uates conpl eted projects; inspects exhibits, refracting

tel escopes, and a coel ostat; occasionally nakes energency repairs and
adj ustnents while equipnent is in use; ensures proper installation of
nmechani cal and construction additions to the physical plant and
bui | di ng; coordinates the scheduling of work perforned by Gty
construction and support crews; participates in the production of
speci al events; maintains budget for material and equi prent used in
technical efforts; responsible for purchasing of major equi pnment and
suppl i es; assures that the observatory building is properly maintained
and repaired,

May repair electronic instruments and apparatus, clean dones, and,
occasional |y assist outside contractors in the preparation of nodel s



and plans for building refurbishing, new exhibits, and ot her

noderni zation projects; nmay use a variety of machine and hand t ool s;
and nay occasionally be assigned to other duties for training purposes
or to neet technol ogi cal changes or emergenci es.

Qualifications : A good know edge of the principles of astronony,
optica, mechanics and electricity as related to the design and
construction of scientific denonstrations, exhibits, and observatory
equi prent ; a wor ki ng knowl edge of nechanical drafting; a good

know edge of nachi ne, wood, and sheet netal shop nethods, naterials,
and equi prent; a wor ki ng knowl edge of the operation of boilers, air-
condi tioning equi pnent, |aser inmage transforners, electrical swtch
gears, and gas lines;

The ability to operate power and hand tools comonly used in these
trades; a working know edge of the principles and practices of
supervision and Gty personnel policies; the ability to nmake delicate
and precise adjustnents and repairs to specialized instrunments and
equi prnent; the ability to design and construct a variety of
denonstration exhi bits and techni cal equi pnent fromrough sketches or
general instructions; and the ability to prepare correspondence, keep
records, and nake reports.

Two years of full-time paid journey |evel experience as a nechanic,
machi ni st, sheet netal worker or electrician, one year of which nust
have been in an observatory or planetariumis required.

License: Awvalid California driver's |license may be required.
Physical Requirenents : Strength to performlifting up to 15 pounds

and occasional |y over 25 pounds; good speaking and hearing ability and
good eyesi ght.

Persons with medical limtations nay, with reasonabl e accomodati ons, be capabl e
of performing the duties of some of the positions in these classes. Such

determ nati on nust be nmade on an individual basis in light of the person's
l[imtations, the requirenents of the position, and the appointing authority's
ability to effect reasonabl e accommbdations to the person's linmtations.

As provided in Gvil Service Coomission Rule 2.5 and Section 4.55 of the
Adm nistrative Code, this specification is descriptive, explanatory and not
restrictive. It is not intended to declare what the duties and

responsi bilities of any position shall be.



