1-6-89 AQUARI ST, 2400

Summary of Duti es: An Aquarist procures and maintains a variety of
[Tve seawater aninmals and plant life in aquaria; maintains the

el ectrical and nechani cal conponents of |arge seawater systens; and
does rel ated wor k.

D sti ngui shi ng Feat ures: An Aguarist is responsible for the
acquisition, care, feeding and nai ntenance of all |ive seawater

speci mens in many aquaria and for the naintenance of the punps,
filters, refrigeration, and plunbing of a seawater systemto assure
proper water quality and tenperature for supporting aquarium speci nen
l[ife and growth; and is responsible for obtaining and nmai ntaini ng

col l ecting equi prent, and naintaining the collecting vessel. In
addition, an Aquarist nust be readily able to recogni ze unusual

speci men behavi or and adjust life support systens in order to nmaxi mze
speci men heal th.

The work of an Aquarist is distinguished fromthat of a Marine Miseum
Exhibits Director in that the latter is responsible for planning and
acqui sition for both live and i nani mate exhi bits and overal | exhibit
managenent, while the former is responsible for assisting the D rector
in matters related to the acquisition and daily care of |ive speci nens
and mai ntenance of the |ife support system The work is assigned by
general witten and oral communications and revi ewed on the basis of
results attained in the mai ntenance and propagation of the |ive

speci men col | ection.

Exanpl es of Duti es: Through observation, determnes if the seawater
environnent of live marine specinens is proper; takes water
tenperature readi ngs and anal yzes aquari um seawater to determne if
the water is in proper condition to maintain marine speci nens; nakes
adjustnents to the |ife support systens of aquaria relative to
tenperature, oxygenation, salt content, ph factor, and mneral and
other foreign matter contents; perforns or arranges for nmajor repair
to the seawater |ife support system including aeration, filtration,
tenperature control and other aquarium nechani sns; directs najor

cl eani ng operations on aquaria, holding tanks, filters and pi pes;
provides for the day to day care of the live marine exhibits including
the daily feeding of such specinmens; assists in determning specinen
diets and quality and quantity of narine foods; observes ani mal and

pl ant specinmens in the aquaria and recomrends or initiates changes as
necessary to assure environnental conpatibility to naintain and
propogat e the speci nens; collects nmarine aninals and plants using a
variety of techniques, including underwater mnethods using scuba, hand
nets, scrapers, hand, barrier nets and other required techniques;
procures and mai ntains coll ecti ng equi pnent such as scuba tanks, nets,
hand col | ecting devices, col |l ecting boat and boat trailer; assists in
researching types of marine specinmens to be acquired and assuring
their proper display in terns of their natural habitat; assists in the
design and construction of small aquaria and aquari um nmechani sns for
speci al exhibits;




Prepares orders for sand, stone, and other aquariumdisplay materia
including marine plant life as is necessary including repl acenent
display material, supplies and nmarine food; assures that proper supply
| evel s are mai ntained; keeps a daily |og on aquarium conditions and
speci men conditions; reports maj or problens on aquari um nai nt enance;
may answer questions on live marine exhibits fromthe public and
speci al tour groups; may prepare budget requests for aquarium speci nen
and envi ronnental nai ntenance; nay supervise part-tine enpl oyees
engaged i n aquari um nai ntenance activities; may occasionally be
assigned other duties for training purposes or to neet technol ogi ca
changes or energenci es.

Qualifications: A thorough know edge of the nechanical aspects of
marine life support systens and of the routine maintenance and repair
requi renents of such systens; a thorough know edge of the
environnental factors necessary to support a wide variety of live
marine animal and plant |ife; a thorough know edge of the care and
feeding of nmarine animals and the care of nmarine plant naterial; a
good know edge of the ecology of nmarine and plant |ife necessary to
aquar i um di spl ay purposes; a good know edge of the kinds of marine
animal and plant life native to the west coast of the United States; a
wor ki ng knowl edge of collecting techniques for narine plants,
invertebrates and fish; a working know edge of boat operation and

mai nt enance; a wor ki ng know edge of common narine ani nal di seases; a
wor ki ng know edge of aquariumdisplay materials and techni ques; a
wor ki ng knowl edge of aquarium construction techni ques; a general

know edge of marine ecology; the ability to recognize and correct
negative marine environnental factors in an aquaria; the ability to
anal yze seawater and determne its content relative to the support of
marine aninmal and plant life; the ability to conduct research on |live
exhi bit displays including specimen conpatibility, habitat, and care
and nai ntenance requirenments; and the ability to work with marine
museum speci al i sts, ot her enpl oyees, and vol unt eers.

QG aduation froma recogni zed four-year college of university with a
maj or in a biological science and 18 nonths of full-time paid
experience or the equivalent as an aquarist in collection and care of
live seawat er speci nens and the nai ntenance of a | arge seawater system
is required. One year of the above specified experience nay be
substitued for each year of education |acking. An accepted
certification as a basic scuba diver is required prior to appointnent.

Physi cal Requirenents: Strength to performaverage lifting up to 35
pounds and occasionally over 70 pounds; arm hand, and fi nger
dexterity with both hands involved in activities such as reaching,
handl i ng, and feeling; and good eyesi ght.

Persons with nedical limtations may, w th reasonabl e accomodati ons,
be capabl e of performng the duties of some of the positions in this
class. Such determ nation nust be nade on an individual basis in
[ight of the person's |imtations, the requirenent of the position,
and the appointing authority's ability to effect reasonabl e



accommodations to the limtations.

As provided in Gvil Service Commssion Rule 2.5
and Section 4.55 of the Admnistrative Code, this
specification is descriptive, explanatory, and not
restrictive. It is not intended to decl are what
the duties and responsibilities of any position
shal | Dbe.



